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‘I ask only a comfortable home’: Jane Austen and Regency Domestic Interiors
Jane Austen’s novels contain very few act
descriptions of domestic interiors, but there is m
in those books that informed the author's o
generation, and informs ours now, about her attit
to contemporary ideas of ‘the ideal homg
Frequently without a permanent home in her o
life, Austen appreciated the concept of a hap
settled, comfortable family existence in a coun
house, easy social exchange with kind neighbo
sufficient income and freedom from insecuri
even at the cost of an embarrassing husband: hence the words she put into Charlotte
Lucas’s mouth irPride and Prejudicg1813). Indeed, at the time that Jane Austen was
writing, during a lengthy period of war, ideas about domestic comfort, and the concept of
‘home’ were achieving a new significance in Britain. In this lecture Lisa White explores
these ideas through contemporary writing, multitudinous furnishing pattern books and the
visual record of English houses during the Regency period.

Bio

Lisa White is the Director of the Attingham Summer School for the Study of Historic
Houses in England. Educated at Oxford University and trained at the Victoria and Albert
Museum in the Departments of Furniture and Textiles, she taught at the University of
Bristol from 1984-2000, and from 1999 — 2005 was Curator of Decorative Arts at the
Holburne Museum of Art, Bath. She lectures on post-graduate courses for the
Universities of Bath and London and for many other organisations. She is a member of
the National Trust Arts Panel and Regional Committee for Wessex, and a Trustee of the
Bath Preservation Trust. In 1990 she publisiibd Pictorial Dictionary of Eighteenth-
Century British Furniture Desigra standard reference work, and is currently preparing a
publication onAppropriate Furniturewhich analyses the relationship between social
requirements and furniture design in the Georgian and early Victorian periods.



